The final session, on mechanisms, commenced with a review of the molecular events which might be altered by radiation. This was followed by a consideration of the role of the hormonal environment on the radiosensitivity of oocytes and by several papers suggesting alterations of enzymes and of proteins as possible mechanisms for the differential radiosensitivity of the immature organism. The symposium ended with a discussion of the relative importance of radiation damage to inductor and competent tissues in the response of the embryo.
An increasing tendency toward quantitative experimentation and the impact of modern concepts in biology on the study of radiobiologic phenomena was particularly notable. It was evident that there is continuing effort to understand the mechanisms and processes of normal development underlying the many experiments with radiation and radioactive material.
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